APPROVED MINUTES

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES PLANNING COUNCIL

FALL MEETING

SEPTEMBER 5, 2007

UNM CONTINUING EDUCATION CENTER

 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO



Call to Order/Introductions and Housekeeping

9:00 am
Denise McGhee

Denise McGhee called the meeting to order. Council members and staff introduced themselves. 

Approve Agenda and April Minutes (Action Items)
9:30 am
Jim 

Jim invited the Council to review the agenda and minutes. Richard moved, Terri seconded approving the minutes. The motion carried.  Minutes were corrected to show the suit alleges the DDPC is not conducting a biannual report, and Aging and Long Term Services and DOH are not providing transitional services. Katie moved, Judy and Andrea seconded that the amended minutes be approved. The motion carried.

Mission Statement






9:45 am
Jim

Katie read the Mission Statement. 

. 

Standing and Ad Hoc Committee Reports


9:50 am
Committee Chairs

Denise M. reported for the Policy Committee. Work plan has been finalized. Housing and Universal Health coverage will be legislative priorities. Committee members will be meeting with key legislators. Committee wants a member attending the policy conference. This has been arranged. Need advocacy training to help council members work more effectively with legislators. Denise M. moved and Pat seconded the approval of the Policy Committee’s work plan. The motion carried.

Katie reported for the Program Committee. Current contracts were reviewed. Contractors need to present updates to the committee (the first three presentations occurred yesterday). The committee wants transportation to be included in Council deliberations as a program goal. This is being recommended to the Seeds Committee. Pat asked the committee to complete their work plan.

Sadie reported for By-Laws Committee. No amendments were recommended for the By-Laws. However, the Guiding Principles may need amending.  The committee recommended several changes (to be taken up at the January meeting). Richard will do some research and report back to the committee. Evaluation procedure for Director and grievance procedures will be reviewed. Sadie moved and Liz seconded the acceptance of the committee report. The motion carried.

Pat reported for the Guardianship Committee. The committee met with P.J. Turner to discuss the complaints.

Colin will replace Andrea on the committee.

Nadine reported for the Membership Committee. The work plan was developed. Task to recruit three new members (including Terri’s position). Vickie Galindo has applied for one of the positions. Leadership development was discussed (mentoring Council members for leadership positions). Need guidelines for removing ineffective leaders. The committee recommends that the Chair and Vice-Chair be elected for another year’s service. Katie nominated herself for the position of Chair. Jennifer moved and Nadine seconded the election of Angie Thompson as Vice-Chair. The motion carried. Althea was elected to the position of Chair. Richard moved and Judy seconded the approval of the Membership Committee report. The motion carried.
Break








10:30 am

Staff Reports






11:15 am
Pat & Staff

Bernadette revised the information on the venues for the community forums. Council members reviewed the staff reports. Discussion followed. Pat mentioned the role that CSA has developed nationally, as is evident from recognition received at the Utah conference. CSA is taking the lead in developing leadership among strong self-advocates. 

Financial Report






11:45 am
Pat

The audit was passed out to Council members. Pat stated that the audit was unqualified with no findings at the federal level and only minor findings at the state level (needed fraud policy and segregation of duties). A fraud policy has been developed along with segregation of duties. Audit report was late because of problems with SHARE. Eveline indicated that the next audit may have serious findings (internal control issues) because of SHARE.

Pat reviewed staff changes (Julie moving to Compliance position; her old position to be reclassified). Theresa Priest is a new project assistant, Laura Matthews will be the new self-advocate, along with another temporary employee. CSA will request another fulltime position. OOG will request two fulltime training positions. DDPC will be requesting a fulltime data-base position. These increases will approximate $2 million.

Frank gave update on the Memorial. Jim complimented his many efforts. Linda Segal has been working as a facilitator in the large group meetings.

The Executive Directors’ retreat begins tomorrow. Reauthorization and new third-party evaluation system will be major topics. NACDD meeting is in October. Dianne, Nadine, and Althea will represent the Council. Pat, Karen, Bernadette (who will present) will represent staff. DDPC will provide scholarships for the Southwest Disability Conference. 

Pat discussed DDPC’s computer loan policy.

Pat reintroduced the Foley lawsuit. ALTS and DOH are named for lack of transitional services in cases prior to the Jackson lawsuit. DDPC is named because of lack of biannual needs assessments – how many people have disabilities, what level and type do they have, what services and level of services are they receiving. DDPC had data-bases for four years with federal dollars. The requested data-base position would allow us to meet this requirement.

Lunch







12:15 pm

CDD/UCE Update






1:15 pm
Tanya Backer-McCue

Center has started new five-year grant. Town hall on autism was very successful (over 350 participants) although more time was needed for questions. A lot of public attention and confusion regarding the rumor that monies for autism are being diverted to erect a building. This is not true, although there will be a need for expansion. 

Protection & Advocacy Update




1:30 pm
Jim Jackson

Jim mentioned several issues. The Guardianship Task Force is moving along very well, expect good recommendations. Some discussion regarding legislation sponsored by Barney Frank. This is up in the air. Issues surrounding Money Follows the Person. Received a grant to work with people who want to move into this program. Disability Coalition also involved. P&A had a successful training conference regarding behavioral health issues in the public schools (first version of special ed. clinics). Regarding the Jackson case, a status conference will take place soon to determine if the state needs a Special Master. If the system improves for Jackson class members, should improve for others as well. P&A a sister to DDPC; heavily involved in issues surrounding children’s mental health services. 

Chair Report






1:45 pm
Althea

Pat reported for Althea. A letter has been drafted for Barney Frank identifying items of concern regarding VOR’s agenda. Althea thanked the Council for the work on developing the committees. She also thanked the staff for their support. State agency members need to inform DDPC of legislation that needs to be supported (or not). 

Guardianship Update





2:00 pm
Pat & Frank

Frank gave the Council a draft of Accomplishments and Trends. (He is also working on a strategic plan.) He noted that the program has been with DDPC only four years. In terms of guardianship services, we are projecting a need for 757 beginning FY-09. OOG provides guardianship of last resort. The trend is clearly growing. In legal services, have a waiting list of 343; are projecting an additional 338. The bottleneck is in legal services. At current funding level, can’t keep up with the demand. Objective is to reduce waiting list to 75 by 2009. The purpose of the Memorial Task Force to develop and refine oversight procedures. This will be a long-term activity.

Pat reviewed, again, the complaint against OOG by ALTSD and DOH. Currently waiting for final report from HSD. Our interest is in moving forward in developing resolutions to the issues. We use the findings in the report to support our budget requests.

Public Comment






3:15 pm
Jim

N/A

New Business/Networking




3:40 pm
Jim

Andrea discussed the youth transit conference and the problems that fall on the “have-nots.” Need to bring these issues to the attention of appropriate authorities. 

Terri thanked Pat and the DDPC for work well done.

Jim would like some advocacy training (for work with legislators) at the winter meeting.

Connie needs to provide the Council with a list of modules.

Jim would also like some time devoted at the winter meeting to Money Follows the Person, Coordinated Long-term Services and Mi Via.

Adjournment (Action Item)




4:00 pm
Jim

Nadine moved and Terri seconded the motion for adjournment. The motion carried.
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Colin Holmes


Andrea MacRae


Judy Ann Sena
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