DRAFT MINUTES

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES PLANNING COUNCIL

FALL MEETING

OCTOBER 16, 2008
HSD INCOME SUPPORT OFFICE
1711 RANDOLPH RD., SE

 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO



Call to Order/Introductions and Housekeeping

9:00 am
Althea
Althea called the meeting to order at 9:15 am. Participants introduced themselves and exchanged greetings. Katie read the Mission Statement.
Approve Agenda and Draft Minutes (Action Item)
           9:20 am
Althea 

Jim A. moved for and Katie seconded approval of the agenda. The motion carried. Judy moved for and Matthew seconded approval of the minutes. The motion carried.
Chair Report






9:30 am
Althea
Althea reported on proposed salary increase for the Executive Director. The Governor’s office has not responded. Pam Hyde’s office has also failed to assist. Katie suggested writing a letter to the Governor stating the Council’s position that action be taken. Tania M. stated two letters have been sent. She recommended the new Chair set up a meeting with the Governor’s office. The Council agreed. Jim J. recommended an additional meeting with the Lieutenant Governor to cover the bases. 
Althea thanked the Council for the tremendous progress that has been achieved by the committees that have developed and implemented work plans. She will try to participate in the future.
Membership Committee Report



9:40 am
Vicki/Nadine
Officer Nominations/Elections (Action Item)
Vicki and Nadine explained the regulations and process. Ballots were distributed to Council members. Katie nominated herself for Chair, Jim A. seconded. Katie’s name was added to the ballot, which also listed Liz Thomson for Chair and Denise McGhee for Vice Chair. Katie, Liz, and Denise M. expressed their reasons for running for office. Council members voted by secret ballot. While the votes were being counted, Vicki encouraged Council members to recruit from any area of New Mexico other than Santa Fe. Need more self-advocates outside of Albuquerque. Need more Native Americans. Applications need to be in by the end of November. Pat will send out the introductory letter and application to Grassroots Coordinators.
The next national conference will be in April. If Council members are interested in running for national board positions, they must attend national conferences and participate on national committees.

Nadine announced the result of the election: Liz Thomson is the new Chair, Denise McGhee is the new Vice Chair.
By-Laws Committee Report




10:00 am     Jim J.
Jim J. reported. Asked Council for suggestions for amending the By-Laws. Nadine stated the need to set up a mentorship process. Tania recommended the “Co-Chair” model for mentorship. When the Co-Chair model is used – or Vice Chair – mentorship is natural. This would be especially beneficial for self-advocates. May want to avoid the problems with succession (Chair needs to serve for more than one year). Not desirable to have a locked-in succession in that this restricts flexibility and restricts Council participation in leadership. Pat asked the Council to communicate with the By-Laws Committee so that recommended changes can be acted on in January.
Changes have been suggested for the Guiding Principles. Also working on the succession process (vis-à-vis the Executive Director’s position). 

Break








10:30 am
Program Committee Report




10:45 am
Andrea/Katie
Nancy reported on their last committee meeting featuring Jim J. and Parents Reaching Out. Jim J. gave information on the Disability Coalition (coordinates Medicaid issues). In 2007, a legislative briefing book was created, to be updated for next session, along with FAQ sheets. Jim also reported on the Special Session and HM6. P&A provided all logistical support for workgroups. Guardianship needs overview and review process. Kendra M., from Parents Reaching Out, stated that relationships between parents and schools need to be improved (are IEPs being utilized?). Rosemarie gave update on contracts. Andrea asked about DDMI contract. Albuquerque needs one more Grassroots person. Rosemarie stated that all existing contracts are good to go, but no new monies are forthcoming. Program Committee workplan recommends site visits – at least to clinics. Many committee members have participated in site visits and conferences. Direct Care to present in December, as well as Native American People First.
Policy Committee Report





11:00 am      Denise M.
Denise introduced Angela to the Council. Met with staff from Senator Bingaman’s office. The Disability Forum did take place, i.e., Udall sent his wife; Pearce sent no one. The committee sponsored a breakfast with the LFC, which was successful. Need more interaction. Community Forums have been well attended – main topics have been transportation and education. Council members were urged to participate in the LEND training. Sandy said the program is intense and very useful. Thirty to thirty-five requests have been mailed out for legislative priorities. Committee is working on FAQ sheets for Grassroots coordinators. ADA Restoration ACT was passed in the Senate.



Approve/Adopt Health Care Policy Statements (Action Item)

Denise read the position statements – don’t want exclusions for pre-existing conditions; also, don’t want a distinction between rehabilitation and habilitation in terms of funding. Katie moved for and Matthew seconded adoption of the Health Care Policy Statements. The motion carried. Denise K. and Cathi V. abstained.
Report from Conference Attendees



11:15 am     Andrea/Liz/Dianne

Andrea – who was interviewed on TV last evening --  reported on the SWDC, which was very successful (especially the voting booth). Dianne talked about the NACDD conference in Milwaukee. The workshops on housing were very informative. We don’t have these programs or funding in New Mexico. Would like our Council to focus more on housing issues. Nadine recommended that the selection of workshops for the next NACDD conference (sponsored by NMDDPC) focus on topics that are relevant. 
UCED Report






 11:25 am
Tanya B.-McC.
Tanya B.-McC. reported. New project at the Information Center, developing public-access portal to the data base. Should be available next January. Project Ristra: will help disability community find employment in collaboration with NMArc, which will sponsor the national convention next month. DDPC is providing stipends for this event, as well as volunteers.
P and A Report






 11:35 am    Jim. J.
Jim J. reported. Regarding policy issues, P&A has project involving the disability community in voter registration – 296 new voters have been registered. Mental Health Parity has been passed by Congress as part of the Bailout Bill. The Council needs to keep legislators at national level up-to-date on our issues. Jim passed out copies of the HM6 report. Will report to state legislative committees on the findings, i.e., there is an urgent need for guardian oversight – currently no follow-up – need a demonstration project; also recommending funding for training for those involved in guardianship (including judges); also proposing changes to promote better reporting by guardians. Need a less-restrictive form of guardianship, where appropriate; need to update language (shouldn’t use the term ward, for example).
Public Comment






 11:45 am
Andrew said the national ARC conference is discriminatory; the stipend helps people who live in Albuquerque but discriminates against those who don’t. This should be addressed and corrected. Pat would like the Program Committee to get involved.
Lunch







 12:00 noon

State Agency Reports





 12:40 pm
Agency Reps
To expedite matters, state agencies utilized the “eat and meet” format. Details are available on CD #3 (see Justin).
Executive Director’s Report




 1:45 pm      Pat

Pat stated the DDPC Personnel Policy has been approved by SPO. He pointed out that the Community and Social Service Coordinator interviews are under way. Kim Yager is the new Compliance Officer, Elena Moreno has filled the Attorney Position. CSA now has a VISTA volunteer, Nikki Olinger. Angela Carrejo has filled the position of Policy Analyst. DDPC has developed an FY 09 Budget Special for Guardianship ($1,890,000) and an FY 09 Budget Supplemental for Guardianship ($75,000). A settlement appears to be pending for the Foley Law Suit. If the settlement goes through, the most money needed for the current year appears above ($1,890,000). This would double the size of the Office of Guardianship (7.5 positions).  The budget hearing is scheduled for 10/23. DDPC is ninth on the list. It is very beneficial to have Council members in the audience. DDPC will host the 2009 NACDD Conference. Now have $58,000 pledged (last part of October or first part of November); last public forum in Espanola 10/30. When coordinators get involved, attendance doubles or triples. Federal Program Performance Review due on12/31.
Staff Reports






 2:10 pm
Staff
The Council had no questions for the staff. Karen announced the new website: www.nmddpc.com 
Center for Self-Advocacy Report



 2:20 pm      Advocates
Brian Blessing stated that he travels around the state doing trainings in Self-Advocate 101. He also works on the Center’s news letter. Laura said she likes helping self-advocates to become more active in their communities. She felt the SWDC was excellent; plans to run for office. Pat reported the paper work has been completed for 50l (c) status. The entity will be named Friends of CSA. This will permit the raising of funds for projects. 
Member Topics






 2:30 pm      Chair

Liz said it isn’t helpful that IEP trainings are during school hours. Jim J. said the Disability Coalition will be sponsoring a Pre-legislature Forum on 1/17/09. The next DDPC meeting is set for 1/15/09 – 1/16/09.
Council Member Information Sharing


 2:32 pm      Chair

There were no public comments or information sharing.
Adjournment (Action Item)




 2:35 pm      Chair
Jim A. moved for adjournment. Katie seconded. The motion carried.
Members Present


Persons w/ Disabilities


Andrea MacRae


Judy Ann Sena


Katie A. Klauschie


Matthew Heady





Family Members


Vicki Galindo


Nadine C. Maes


Althea McLuckie, Chair (by phone)


C. Dianne Griego


Attendants


Andrew MacRae


Jeanette Sena


Donna Reid


Agencies Present


Ginny Johnson             DDSD


Denise McGhee          Provider                                                    


James Alarid               Higher Ed.


Cathi Valdes		HSD


Tanya Backer-McQue CDD


Jim Jackson   		P&A


Tony Lauderbaugh	ALTSD


Richard Jiron		DVR


Susan Gronewald	PED


Denise Koscielniak     PED


Nancy Treat                CYFD





Members/Family Members Absent


Colin Holmes


Estevan Maestas


Phoenix Helm Simpson


Adrienne Shije


Marilyn Martinez


Victoria Romero


Denise Balderas


Angelique Thompson


Agencies Absent


Christina Stick, DIA








Staff Present


Pat Putnam


Karen Courtney-Peterson


Justin Moore


Rosemarie Ortiz


Angela Carrejo


Tania Maestas











Staff Present for Reporting Purposes Only
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