DRAFT MINUTES

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES PLANNING COUNCIL

WINTER BUSINESS MEETING
JANUARY 7, 2011
9:00 am -3:45 P.M.  

CENTER FOR SELF-ADVOCACY

2340 MENAUL, NE
 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO 87107


Call to Order/Introductions/ Housekeeping/Mission Statement



Chair Liz Thomson called the meeting to order at 9:00 a.m. and initiated the introductions and housekeeping;   
Katie Klauschie read the mission statement of the DDPC.
Approve Agenda (Action Itelm)   







Motion to approve the amended agenda made by Katie Klauschie; second by Andrea MacRae. Motion carried. 
Approve Minutes (October 15, 2010)






 
Motion to approve the minutes as amended made by Katie Klauschie; second by Judy Ann Sena. Motion carried. 
Committee Reports















                 



· Bylaws: Adopt Bylaws; Guiding Principles Changes; Open Meetings Act Resolution
Jim Alarid, Bylaws Committee Chair, recommended the current Bylaws be affirmed until the Spring Retreat (to accommodate current transitions). Current Bylaws were approved last January. Motion by Jim Alarid to adopt the Bylaws as written; second by Katie Klauschie. The motion carried. 
Jim Alarid  pointed out that Travis Goldman a member of the Bylaws Committee wanted to modify the Guiding Principles. Since Mr. Goldman is no longer serving on the Council due to a change in his employment, Mikki Rogers offered to review documents left by Travis. Jim recommended the current Guiding Principles be maintained until the Spring Retreat. Jim will forward proposed changes to the Council. Motion by Jim Alarid to reaffirm the current form of the Guiding Principles until the April 2011 meeting; second by Katie Klauschie. The motion carried. 
Motion by Jim Alarid to adopt the Open Meetings Act Resolution; second by Katie Klauschie.  The motion carried.
· Membership: Participants for Policy Seminar February 14t – 16, 20111. 
Phyllis Shingle, Membership Committee Chair, asked for applications for the Policy Seminar today. Phyllis distributed a form for participants to use to report back from conferences. Participants should be prepared to report verbally. Phyllis would like conference request and report forms posted on the website. Staff will take care of this. Sandy Skaar reported on the NACDD annual conference in Orlando, Florida last September.
Program
Nancy Treat, Program Committee member, reported on the January 7, 2011 committee meeting. Steve Scarton from The Arc of New Mexico presented on the Native American People First grant. There was discussion regarding the appropriate model(s) to involve the Native American community as well as outreach and sustainability of the project as initially conceptualized. The Program Committee will be working with The Arc to present recommendations in April 2011. 

The Program Committee invited a presentation from Jim Alarid on his paper, entitled “Post-secondary Study,” to determine what services are available to students with developmental disabilities. Dr Alarid will be providing a written report to the Program Committee that includes recommendations to promote post-secondary learning by students with developmental disabilities. Among the recommendations:  dual enrollment process; need for tutors and mentors; models for appropriate curriculum; faculty development; students need self-determination skills. Many institutions are unaware of available funding. The Center for Development and Disability has received a grant for $50,000 which should allow for a pilot project (perhaps at Las Vegas). 
The Program Committee also reported on the Easy Living data base. The Autism study has been completed; may want to incorporate in new Five-Year Plan (as well as Easy Living). The Office on Guardianship is working to promote National Healthcare Decision Day in New Mexico and expand this to a full week that focuses on personal and advance needs planning. 
· Grassroots Ad Hoc
Denise Weaver, Committee Chair, reported that the purpose of the committee is to review the Grassroots project ($20,000). DDPC staff person Kitty Montoya is now managing the project in-house. Accountability has improved significantly. Attendance has also improved. Nine grassroots leaders are now on contract (including a new Las Vegas organizer); there are three positions available. Grassroots organizers will participate in the pre-legislative forum to be held January 8 and the Disability Awareness Day at the Legislature activities.  The Committee recommended to the Executive Director that Kitty Montoya attend the national Policy Conference in February in Washington, D.C.  
Public Comment and Announcements
Andrew MacRae raised concerns about the impact of new DDPC conflict of interest policies and the open meetings law. While it is important to avoid the appearance of conflict of interest with the disbursement and monitoring of federal funds, the DDPC needs to be cognizant of the open meeting laws. The April DDPC Retreat will focus on these issues, with facilitation and technical assistance from NADDC. 
Kitty Montoya’s daughter is returning from Iraq. She presented the DDPC with a plaque and American flag from Iraq. The DDPC commended her daughter for her service to the country. 
Break











· Policy: 2011 Legislative Agenda
Denise Weaver, Policy Committee Chair, reported. There have been four public forums to obtain public input for the Five-Year Plan required by the U.S. Administration on Developmental Disabilities. In addition, staff is developing a Survey Monkey for electronic input. 

The Disability Coalition discussed cuts in DD Waiver: five percent rate cut to providers and eight percent to individual budgets if they are at the maximum. Budgets are frozen. Overbilling has been identified and eliminated. Supports Intensity Scale (SIS) is being piloted in New Mexico by DDPS as the new assessment tool. The SIS has seven different levels of care; pilot project will be completed in five months. 
Jim Jackson discussed federal healthcare reform. New Mexico has applied for a planning grant to improve efficacy of “Money follows the Person.” The Pre-legislative Forum is tomorrow. Liz Thomson reported on the federal legislative agenda, which will be further examined at the national Policy Seminar in February in Washington, D.C. 
New  Mexico’s 60-day session will focus on streamlining government to help cover $400 million shortfall. The Governor’s Commission on Disability has been recommended for elimination. The Policy Committee’s recommendation is neutral. Senate bill to form “Super Agency” lacking in specifics; therefore DDPC has no position at this time but will present key principles that our constituency not be lost in a large agency and that this agency ensure expertise in the area of community and family supports for persons with developmental disabilities. 

Tier One supports current DDPC programming/funding. Staff will follow Guiding Principles for other legislative issues that arise. 
Motion by Sandy Skaar to accept the Policy Committee’s recommendations; second by Katie Klauschie. Discussion followed. The motion carried with Mikki Rogers abstaining.
Motion by Katie Klauschie to adopt the concept of a proclamation designating the week of April 16th through the 24th as the annual “Individual Personal Planning Week” in New Mexico; second by Jim Jackson. The motion carried with Mikki Rogers abstaining.
Lunch











Chair Report









DDPC Council Chair Liz Thomson discussed the April 2011 meeting. Technical Assistance from ADD is scheduled for April 13. Due to the retreat-type agenda, no committee meetings will be held (unless in the evening). Ms. Thomson attended the ADD conference in Denver which was intended to solicit public input to ADD  needs and goals over the next five years. 

As the NM DDPC builds its own Five-Year Plan, Liz asked each DDPC Council member to identify one vision for the next five years to accomplish in New Mexico. These included an additional Center for Self Advocacy in the southern part of the state; transportation hubs throughout the state; more support groups; support centers for siblings; how many persons with disabilities are living in nursing homes and how can we deliver services; reworking People First Native American involvement; new and effective Grassroots Network; rape crisis center for persons with developmental disabilities; harness Grassroots involvement by providing/developing tool kits and supports for cross-cutting issues; grow self-advocacy movement; increase post-secondary opportunities; address housing issues, greater involvement in the disability community at large; more social opportunities for advocates and family members through networking; virtual resource center for students transitioning to college; more support for transitioning to post-secondary; support policies that make DD Waiver more equitable; more training in schools on behalf of students with autism; one “right door” (vs. “no wrong door”); mini-grants ($2,000) to develop support groups or innovative ideas; each grassroots leader should have a Council member as a friend and mentor. 
Liz Thomson is now on the NACDD National Policy Committee and serves on the Subcommittee for DD Act Reauthorization rewrite.
UCED (CDD) Report









Tanya Baker reported on mini-grant through Boston College to do needs assessment for students with developmental disabilities transitioning to post-secondary; did focus groups; surveys with families; biggest gap was people not knowing what services are available. Another grant has been received to pursue this research.
Disability Rights NM Report








Jim Jackson reported on constitutional amendment correcting disability language, which failed; continue to work on eliminating some of the problems supporting providers in Mi Via; continue to work with school districts on special education issues (evaluation, treatment, IEPs) .
Break










Executive Director’s  Report







Karen Courtney-Peterson, Deputy Director, distributed the staff report and reviewed budget cuts. Out-of-state travel has been curtailed this year. Guardianship Office continues to face inadequate funding resources and has had to limit new cases to emergencies. Additional Medicaid revenue to the Office has helped, along with ARRA funding. If Medicaid funding stops, we will need to request a supplemental from the legislature. If that is denied, we will need to request another loan. Karen also gave update on the Brain Injury Advisory Council (BIAC) – we are hopeful the position will remain even if the Council is abolished. 
Cristy Marchand, Executive Director, distributed her report with recommendations and initial work plan. Recommendations and vision include: DDPC must be a catalyst for positive change; an active leader in public policy, a collaborator with stakeholders and state agencies, an expert in the needs of our constituency, an incubator of new ideas and innovation, the Go-To place for self-advocacy leadership support, and a leader in local and state community grassroots activism. Key, now, is to understand the needs of the community and work effectively with the legislature.
Member Topics Discussion







Stephen Vigil, Attorney General’s Office, gave update on the Richards case, which is now under appeal.
Meeting Evaluation








Evaluation forms were distributed to Council members for completion.
Adjournment (Action Item)






 
Motion by Jim Alarid to adjourn; second by Katie Klauschie. The motion carried. The meeting was adjourned at 3:45 P.M. 
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Tim Crum		PED


Denise Weaver            Provider                                                    


Tanya Baker-McCue	CDD


Jim Jackson   		DRNM


Stephen Vigil		AGO
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Public Guests
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