DRAFT MINUTES

DEVELOPMENTAL DISABILITIES PLANNING COUNCIL

SUMMER MEETING
AUGUST 1, 2008
MCM ELEGANTE HOTEL
 ALBUQUERQUE, NEW MEXICO



Call to Order/ Introductions/ Housekeeping/ Mission Statement

Althea
Althea called the meeting to order at 9:15 am. Participants introduced themselves. Nancy Treat read the Mission Statement.
 Approve Agenda and Minutes (Action Item)




Althea
Andrea moved for and Jim J. seconded approving the agenda. The motion carried. Cathi pointed out typo on p.3, Cate will send changes on her report. Liz moved for and Richard seconded approving the ammended minutes. The motion carried with Jim A. abstaining.











By-laws Committee Report







 Jim J.
Scope of By-laws Committee work has expanded. Committee has received several suggestions. Was suggested that length of appointments be increased but this violates state law. Committee recommends members serve as chairs of committee to obtain experience in leadership. Committee will propose a process for reviewing and modifying the By-laws. Will begin with a discussion at the Fall Council meeting. Council members who wish to suggest changes should contact Karen.
Complaints procedure for Chair or Council members has been examined and work is in process. Committee has also been charged with delineating a Transition plan to be enacted when Pat retires. Need to establish criteria, i.e., characteristics that are important for the successful applicant to possess. Who serves on the Search Committee?
.Membership Committee Report




      Dianne/Nadine
Membership Committee monitors Council member participation. Members are warned when they consistently fail to participate and may be removed with a Council vote. Federal requirements must be observed (geographical and ethnic). Parents of persons with disabilities must be guardians to be eligible for Council membership. Need to recruit members from the southwest section of the state. 
People who participate on the national level will be considered for participation at NACDD national conferences. Have three openings for the Fall conference in Wisconsin. There are two other conferences each year. Interested Council members need to fill out a request form. 
Need to elect a new Chair and Vice-Chair for one-year terms. All disabilities need equal representation. Nominations will be accepted through September. Pat will send out nomination forms electronically. Chair and Vice-Chair can be elected to three terms.
Althea will step down after the new Chair is elected in October.

Nominations/Elections 

Action will be taken at the October meeting.





Program Committee Report




                 Andrea/Katie

Of the programs listed, ten contracts have been completed. Four others will be finalized soon. Next meeting will be on 9/23 with Parents Reaching Out presenting (and P&A). 
There needs to be follow-up on recommendations coming from community forums.

Policy Committee Report







         Liz T.
Policy committee wants to receive LEND training; also wants to set up a meeting with Bingaman’s office for the experience. Bernadette has developed a grid for federal legislation. Tier process will be recommended to the Council for approval at the Fall meeting. Important that tier process does not conflict with policies and guidelines.
Council members need to promote the community forums and encourage participation of various, local agencies.

Liz handed out two policy statements on universal health care. Would like the Council to vote on the shorter version at the Fall meeting. Liz will send Justin template for fact sheets. Council members are free to write fact sheets; these need to be presented to the Council for consideration.
Discussion of Senate Forum
Pat discussed the Senate Forum. Udall and Pearce will participate at the SWDC in October. Representative Pearce wants a debate structure. Udall doesn’t like this format. Pat will offer an alternative. Will probably have both candidates participating, but at different times.
Break
Report out from those attending the National TA Conference
Denise B. reported on TA Conference. National Council on Disabilities has focused on foster children with disabilities and the lack of educational and other services. New Mexico is beginning to have these discussions. Liz focused on policy sessions. Althea has worked to establish connections with staffers, who showed great respect for family members. Treated as peers. Althea said that workshops diminish in value over time, networking becomes much more useful. Talk to people from other states. Share information. Corner the keynote speakers and establish connections. This lays groundwork for action.
Chair Report







                 Althea
Althea will not officiate at the Fall meeting. Wants to acknowledge the increased level of Council participation. The growth of the Council is helping us to move forward. In the past, the Council was weak in dealing with federal issues. This is changing. “I feel the current status is as good as it can be at this time,” she said.
Discussion on monitoring of state and federal legislation and regulation
Liz said Federal regulation is very large. The Policy Committee can handle current level with a federal grid, but if the involvement increases, may want to add a separate committee for federal legislation. Pat said there are not enough active members to do this. May ask some people outside the Council to help. Jim. J. suggested the Council focus on national issues that pertain most closely to New Mexico.
UCED Report









Cate

The SWCD is 10/1-10/3. Have record responses. Conference has grown substantially. Begins with a pre-conference workshop on Autism. Other strands: meeting the needs of veterans with disabilities; support for at-risk families where parents have cognitive disabilities; transition to work for youth with disabilities; brain injuries. National Professional Development Center – Liz participated in training. New Mexico is one of the first to bet involved. Looking for funds, have applied for five grants. Cate will give Justin details to be entered into the minutes.
P and A Report








         Jim J.

Have done many special ed. clinics; schools and parents have been involved. Also doing trainings on mental health; psychiatric advanced directive has been developed. Also working with Council providing staff support for the Task force; addressing lack of support for family guardians who do contract with the state; lack of oversight here. News on Jackson lawsuit: P&A continues to have significant issues within the system. Although some progress has been made, in other areas we’re losing ground. Let’s get a service system that meets everybody’s needs. Individual case advocacy issues deal with getting adequate services, also guardianship issues, and abuse/neglect issues. Must encourage persons with disabilities to vote.
Presentation from Arc re. Mi Via Feedback




  Arc Staff

Doris Husted reported on Mi Via and self-determination. The current DD waiver system cannot be sustained. Too many are waiting too long for services. Mi Via is a step in the right direction. In spite of frustrations, would not go back. Main problem: issues with PPL, the financial management agency. Getting checks to the vendor, staff, or individual the biggest issue. A second area: are government budget allotments a cap or not; those with high needs may not have sufficient budget. The people with the highest needs are left out of decision-making process. Mi Via is here, but it needs to be refined. Council may submit official comments to DOH (or ALTSD or HSD depending on the issue). Pat said we may want to send a letter to the various state agencies, reminding them that DDPC needs to be informed of processes that pertain to our population, and we need the opportunity to review and comment.
The Council agreed to have particular incidents regarding services for individuals with developmental disabilities reported in writing. Reports will be sent to Bernadette. The Council may decide to take further action on these reports.

Sandy moved the Council gather information to be sent to Bernadette to compile and work with Pat to draft a notice of concerns; Althea seconded. The motion carried. Mikki Rogers and Cathi Valdes abstained.
Public Comment

No comments
Lunch

Executive Director’s Report






           Pat

Pat reported on the Policy Manual, which has been completed and submitted to SPO for final approval.
He then gave an update on the compliance, attorney, and VISTA positions, as well as Kim Yeager’s Internship and the Resource Guide she developed. A condolence card was given to Council members to sign for Elizabeth Peterson.

The alternative work schedule will not affect DDPC’s five-day week.

Pat will attend the Settlement Conference for the Foley lawsuit.

DDPC will rent one office from GCD in Albuquerque for $187/mo.
Budget Request for FY 10 and Discussion FY 09 (Action Item)

FY 09 will need a supplemental for Guardianship in the amount of $140,000. Pat outlined the request for FY 10 for five new positions (IT, Guardianship training, CSA, and finance). He also spoke about some guardianship studies that need to be done.  Money is also being requested to re-evaluate levels of guardianship. Jim J. moved that the FY 10 budget request be accepted by the Council; Nadine seconded. The motion passed. 
NM Arc $10k Request (Action Item)

The Arc of New Mexico has requested $10 k to cover costs in supporting self-advocates and family members (40 individuals) who want to participate in the National Arc Conference in Albuquerque this November. Jim A. moved Pat negotiate with Arc for spending the $10,000 while respecting our reservations; Dianne seconded; the motion carried.
National Conference NACDD (Action Item)

Cate moved the Council sponsor the NACDD Conference next year; Dianne seconded. The motion carried.
Staff Reports
No questions








       Staff

Presentation on Child Care Action





   Mette P.

Mette Pederson presented. Important that this effort is sustainable. DDPC needs to continue to support inclusive practices in early childhood; celebrate full inclusion of all children.
Break

Member Topics








 Denise B.

Denise B. discussed foster care and adoption issues for children with disabilities; training needed for those working with this population. DDPC should have a seat on the Children’s Cabinet but our request was denied. 

Pat talked about Katie’s concern that legislation be passed permitting persons with disabilities to participate in legal proceedings (regarding cases involving sexual abuse) recorded in a private setting, thus avoiding the trauma of cross-examination. Katie, Sandy, and Terri will form an Ad Hoc committee to examine this.
Public Comment

No comments
Adjourn




The meeting adjourned at 4:30 pm.



Members Present


Persons w/ Disabilities


Andrea MacRae


Judy Ann Sena
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Family Members
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